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http://2010.census.gov/2010census/index.php


Census, Surveys & Estimates

Topics for today:

 Population and Housing Census

 American Community Survey

 Population Estimates

 Count Question Resolution (CQR) 

 Economic Census

 Economic Indicators

 New American FactFinder





Participation Rate Feedback Program

Arizona 69%

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/2010_census/cb10-cn81.html


What’s Next?

September 2010 1 Yr ACS Data Release 

November 2010 Census.gov Website new design debut

December 2010 5 Yr ACS Data Release

2010 Census State Population Counts delivered to President

January 2011 The New American Factfinder Debut

3 yr ACS Data Release

February 2011-March 2011 Census Redistricting Data delivered to States

May 2011 Demographic Profile

June 2011 Summary File 1 for States

December 2011-April 2012 Summary File 2 for States



2010 Census Data Release Schedule



Redistricting Data File—First Look 

at 2010 Census Data

• Deliver DVD to redistricting officials in each 
state on a flow basis (2/11-3/11)

• Includes:
• First release of official population counts for all levels of 

geography—State down to block level

• First race and Hispanic origin counts

• Counts for 63 race combinations

• Total population and age 18+

• Housing unit counts (occupied and vacant)



Demographic Profile—DP-1



Count Question Resolution

The Count Question Resolution (CQR) program will address 

corrections for three types of challenges for the 2010 

Decennial Census: (1) Boundary, (2) geocoding, and (3) 

coverage. The CQR program is not a mechanism or process 

to challenge or revise the population counts sent to the 

President by December 31, 2010, which are used to 

apportion the U.S. House of Representatives. The Census 

Bureau will accept challenges between June 1, 2011, and 

June 1, 2013. The Census Bureau will review challenges in 

the order they are received.



2010 Census and 

American Community Survey

• 2010 Census will focus on counting the U.S. 
population

• The sample data are now collected in the ACS

• Same ―short form‖ questions on the ACS
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American Community Survey 
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American Community Survey 
Methodology

• Sample includes about 3 million addresses each year

• Three modes of data collection

– mail

– phone

– personal visit
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American Community Survey
Target Population

• Resident population of the United States and Puerto 

Rico

– Living in housing units and group quarters

• Current residents at the selected address

– ―Two month‖ rule
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American Community Survey 
Period Estimates

• ACS estimates are period estimates, describing the 

average characteristics over a specified period

• Contrast with point-in-time estimates that describe 

the characteristics of an area on a specific date

• 1-year, 3-year, and 5-year estimates will be released 

for geographic areas that meet specific population 

thresholds



Types of Estimates 

Publication 

thresholds

1-year 

estimates

3-year 

estimates

5-year

estimates

65,000+ people X X X

20,000+ people X X

Less than 20,000 people X



American Community Survey  

Geography 

• Political Areas:
– States, Counties, Cities, American Indian 

Reservations, School Districts, Minor Civil 
Divisions, etc…

• Statistical Areas:
– Census Tracts, Census Block Groups, Census 

Designated Places, Zip Code Tabulation Areas, 
Traffic Analysis Zones, etc…



2010 Census Content
Demographic Characteristics

• Sex

• Age

• Race

• Hispanic Origin

• Household Relationship

• Tenure



American Community Survey 
Social Characteristics

• Education

• Marital Status

• Fertility

• Grandparent 

Caregivers

• Veterans

• Disability Status
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• Place of Birth

• Citizenship

• Year of Entry

• Language Spoken

at Home

• Ancestry/ Tribal        

Affiliation
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American Community Survey 
Economic Characteristics

• Income

• Benefits

• Employment Status

• Occupation

• Industry

• Commuting to Work

• Place of Work 
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American Community Survey 
Housing Characteristics

• Tenure

• Occupancy & Structure

• Housing Value

• Taxes & Insurance

• Utilities

• Mortgage/Monthly Rent 

http://www.insurancearizona4less.com/homeowner.html
http://www.insurancearizona4less.com/index.html


ACS—DP 2, 3 and 4



American Community Survey 

2010 Data Release Schedule

September -- 1 year estimates for all areas over 
65,000 population

December-- 5 year estimates for all areas including 
census tract and block group

January—3 year estimates for all areas over 20,000 
population
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American Community Survey
Content Changes 2008 

• New questions

– Health Insurance Coverage

– Veteran’s Service-connected Disability

– Marital History

– Bachelors Field of Degree

• Deletion of one question

– Time and main reason for staying at the address

• Changes in some wording and format
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American Community Survey 
Learning More

• ACS Main Page

• About the Survey

• Guidance for Data Users

• Data and Documentation

• Methodology



About the Survey Tab -

Questions on the Form and Why We Ask
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Three Tips for Using American 

Community Survey Data

1. The 2010 Census shows the number of people who 

live in the U.S. and the American Community 

Survey shows how people live.

2. All American Community Survey (ACS) data are 

estimates.

3.  American Community Survey collects and releases 

data by the calendar year/s for geographic areas 

that meet specific population thresholds.  
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Understanding Multi-Year Estimates

• What are multiyear estimates?

• When should you use multiyear estimates?

• What should you be aware of when using 
multiyear estimates?

• How can you use multiyear estimates to 
make comparisons?

• Example of using multiyear estimates
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What is a Multiyear Estimate?

Definition

A period estimate that encompasses more 
than one calendar year 

Period for ACS multiyear estimates is either 3 
or 5 calendar years, samples over 36 months 
or 60 months
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Use Multiyear Estimates When 

…

• No 1-year estimate is available

• Margins of error for 1-year estimates are 
larger than required

• Analyzing data for small population groups



Understanding Margins of Error 

(MOE)

• A margin of error (MOE) describes the precision of 

the estimate at a given level of confidence

• Confidence Level associated with MOE indicates the 

likelihood that the sample is within a certain distance 

from the population value

• Census Bureau statistical standard for published data 

is to use a 90 % confidence level, MOEs published 

with ACS estimates correspond to 90 %
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Currency vs. Reliability

Currency Reliability

1-year estimates provide information 

based on the last year

Larger sample sizes produce 

estimates that are more 

statistically reliable

3-year estimates provide information 

based on the last year and the 2 

years before that

3-year estimates are based on 3 

times as many sample cases as 

1-year estimates

5-year estimates provide information 

based on the last year and the 4 

years before that

5-year estimates are based on 5 

times as many sample cases as 

1-year estimates



When to Use 1 Year, 3 Year 

or 5 Year Estimates
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Guidance for Data Users Tab  
Handbooks for Data Users - Compass Reports
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Compass Products

How Can I Access ACS Data
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• General Data Users

• Business Community

• High School Teachers

• Media

• Congress

• State and Local Governments

• Federal Agencies

• Researchers

• Users of Data for Rural Areas

• Users of Data for American Indians and Alaska Natives 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/handbook_def.html
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/handbook_def.html
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/handbook_def.html
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/handbook_def.html
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/handbook_def.html
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/handbook_def.html
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/handbook_def.html
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/handbook_def.html
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/handbook_def.html
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/handbook_def.html
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American Community Survey
Similarities with Census 2000

• Same questions and many of the same basic 

statistics

• 5-year estimates will be produced for same broad 

set of geographic areas including census tracts and 

block groups



American Community Survey
ACS Main Page

http://www.census.gov/acs/www

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/compACS.htm


American Community Survey 
How to Use the Data



Annual Population Estimates





Economic Census
provides a detailed portrait 

of the United States' 

economy once every five 

years, from the national to 

the local level



Economic Census--Key Dates

• December 2007—Companies receive census 
forms

• February 2008—Due date for census forms

• 2009-2010 Economic Census data release

















It’s the NEW 

American FactFinder (AFF) 

Coming in January 2011! 



Q. How do I get to the American FactFinder?

A.  At www.census.gov



Q. What is the NEW American FactFinder?

A.  An enhanced data access tool that provides a user 

friendly way to find available Census products.

AFF Main Page

• Quick Start

• Filtered Navigation
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Q. How will I search and navigate with the new  AFF?

A. Through the Quick Start text search or by selecting from 

various search filters. 

• Quick Start• Filtered Search 

- Topic

- Geography

- Population 

Groups

- Industry Codes



Partnership and Data Services    



Questions and Comments... 
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